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interest, which might prevent my success. I therefore only desired that the Lord Mayor might be laid aside and Sir Stephen Thompson be made mayor, which would prevent his being a member of Parliament; and that two, viz., Mr. Edward Thompson and Mr. Eamsden, who had been my principal friends in the former election of me for York, and were turned out afterwards partly on. my account, might be put into their places. Taking my leave of the King, and giving him some' Roman medals, which he accepted kindly, he charged me again to do what I could to be chosen.
I afterwards desired Mr. Brent, the agent in matters of corporations, that, if they had power, I might, with some I could name, be added to the bench of justices in the city by a writ of assistance, which lie promised me should be done.
At this time fifty Irishmen and papists had been sent for from Ireland by the Duke of Berwick, to be put into his regiment, and every captain was to have some. But Lieutenant-Colonel Beaumont and five captains, being all that were upon the place, in quarters at Portsmouth, refused to take a man, saying their companies were complete, and that they were not to part witli good men and Englishmen to take worse men and foreigners, and desired they might either choose their own soldiers or give up their commissions. The duke was angry, and sent an account of it to the King, who sent twenty horse to bring them up to Windsor in custody, where they were to be tried by a council of war. I spoke to them that day at Windsor, where they were just arrived, and they all were resolved to stand it out. They told me that the duke had not offered one man of them to my company, which was kind.
The Prince of Orange and -the Dutch ambassador had lately given the King assurances that their preparations were not against us; but the French King caused